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Paths to Central American Prehistory. Edited by Frederick W. Lange. (Niwot:
University Press of Colorado, 1996. xviii + 379 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables,
bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth.)
This volume edited by Frederick Lange as an homenage to Wolfgang
Haberland is an example of the well-established practice of organizing a
conference panel or symposium in tribute to a prominent scholar, in whose
honor the papers from the symposium are subsequently published. Most of the
chapters originated as papers from a day-long session at the 1991 International
Congress of Americanists (ICA) in New Orleans. The focus of the session and
volume is the archaeology of lower Central America, a prehistoric civilizational
area extending from the Mesoamerican frontier in eastern El Salvador and
Honduras down to Panama's border with the rest of the "Intermediate Area"
Colombia, northern Ecuador, and western Venezuela.
Gordon Willey and the late Doris Stone, commentators at the ICA
symposium, both make useful, albeit brief, contributions to the volume. In a
biographical essay, Stone explains how Haberland virtually founded the field of
Central American archaeology in the 1950s and 1960s. In a semi-personalized
historiographical essay, Willey contextualizes the work of Haberland and his
antecedents in the field as well as the contributions of the last two decades,

